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        Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurates 14th edition of Aero India 2023
Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurated the 14th edition
of Aero India 2023 at Air Force Station, Yelahanka in Bengaluru
on 13th February 2023. The theme of Aero India 2023 was “The
Runway to a Billion Opportunities' and  more than 80 countries
along with 800 defence companies including around 100 foreign
and 700 Indian companies participated in Aero India 2023. In line
with the Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Make in India, Make for the
World’,  the  event   focussed  on  displaying  indigenous
equipment/technologies  and  forging  partnerships  with  foreign
companies.  Addressing  the  gathering,  the  Prime  Minister  said
that  Bengaluru  sky  is  bearing  testimony to  the  capabilities  of
New India. “This new height is the reality of New India, today
India is  touching new heights and transcending them too”, the
Prime  Minister  said. The  Prime  Minister  said  that  Aero  India
2023 is a shining example of India’s growing capabilities and the
presence of more than 100 nations at this event shows the trust
that the entire world shows in India. Throwing light on the theme
of Aero India 2023 ‘The Runway to a Billion Opportunities’, the

Prime Minister expressed that the strength of Atmanirbhar Bharat keeps on growing with each passing day.
Referring to the Defence Minister’s Conclave and CEO Roundtable that  organized along with the show, Shri
Modi said that active participation in the sector will enhance the potential of Aero India. 
(Photo Courtesy : MyGov Portal, India)

The Prime Minister said that India’s successes are bearing witness to its capabilities. Tejas,  INS Vikrant,
advanced  manufacturing  facilities  in  Surat  and  Tumkur,  said  the  Prime  Minister,  are  the  potential  of
Aatmnirbhar Bharat with which the world's new alternatives and opportunities are linked.“The new India of
the 21st century will neither miss any opportunity nor will it lack any effort”, the Prime Minister said as he
noted the revolution brought in every sector with the help of reforms. He underlined that the nation which
used  to  be the largest  defence  importer  for  decades has  now started  exporting defence equipment  to  75
countries in the world. Referring to the transformation of the defence sector in the last 8-9  years, the Prime
Minister said that the aim is to take defence exports from 1.5 billion to 5 billion by 2024-25. “From here India
will take rapid strides to be included among the largest  defence manufacturing countries and our private
sector and investors will play a big role in that”, the Prime Minister said. The Prime Minister called upon the
private sector to invest in the defence sector which will create new opportunities for them in India and in
many other countries. 
 Read more - https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1898626 
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                                              Glimpses of Aero India 2023 

Courtesy : Press Information Bureau, India
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A fourteen- member Zambian delegation led by Hon’ble Mr. Ambrose Lwiji Lufuma, Minister of Defence, 
Republic of Zambia  participated in Aero-India 2023.  He  held bilateral meeting with  Hon’ble Mr. 
Rajnath Singh, Minister of Defence, Republic of India on the sidelines of Aero India 2023



 Finance Minister Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman presents budget for Financial Year 2023-24 

BUDGET  2023-24  PRESENTS  VISION  FOR  AMRIT  KAAL-  BLUE  PRINT  FOR  AN
EMPOWERED AND INCLUSIVE ECONOMY

 Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Government of India presented
Union Budget 2023-24  in the Parliament on 1st February 2023 outlined the vision of Amrit Kaal which shall
reflect an empowered and inclusive economy.  “We envision a prosperous and inclusive India, in which the
fruits of development reach all regions and citizens, especially our youth, women, farmers, OBCs, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes”, she said.

Vision for     Amrit Kaal   – an empowered and inclusive economy  

Union  Finance  Minister  highlighted  that  “Our  vision  for  the Amrit  Kaal includes  technology-driven  and
knowledge-based economy with strong public finances, and a robust financial sector”. To achieve this, Jan
Bhagidari through Sabka Saath Sabka Prayas is essential, she added.

The economic agenda for achieving this vision would focus on three priorities:

1.facilitating ample opportunities for citizens, especially the youth, to fulfil their aspirations;
2.providing strong impetus to growth and job creation; and
3.strengthening macro-economic stability

Saptarishi: Seven guiding priorities of Budget 2023-24

Union Finance Minister announced the first budget in Amrit Kaal will be guided by seven priorities that 
complement each other and act as the ‘Saptarishi’.

1) Inclusive Development

2) Reaching the Last Mile

3) Infrastructure and Investment

4) Unleashing the Potential

5) Green Growth

6) Youth Power

7) Financial Sector

Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas

A key theme of Union Budget 2023-24 is the focus on inclusive development. Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
pointed out “The Government’s philosophy of Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas has facilitated inclusive development
covering in  specific,  farmers,  women,  youth,  OBCs,  Scheduled Castes,  Scheduled Tribes, divyangjan and
economically weaker sections, and overall priority for the underprivileged (vanchiton ko variyata).” There has
also been a sustained focus on Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh and the North-East. This Budget builds on those
efforts, she highlighted.

Read more : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1895313 
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                                             Key highlights of the budget 

Courtesy : Press Information Bureau, India
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Hon’ble  Prime  Minister  Mr.  Narendra  Modi  addresses  first  meeting  of  Finance
Ministers and Central Bank Governors under India's G20 Presidency

Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi addressed the first meeting of
Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors under India's G20
Presidency on 24th February 2023. Addressing the gathering, the
Prime  Minister  underlined  that  this  is  the  first  Minister-level
dialogue  under  India's  G20  Presidency  and  conveyed  his  best
wishes for a productive meeting. Taking note of the challenges
faced by the world in the present day, the Prime Minister said that
the participants of today’s meeting are representing the leadership
of global finance and economy at a time when the world is facing
serious economic difficulties. The Prime Minister gave examples
of covid pandemic and its after-effects on the global economy,
rising geo-political tensions, disruptions in global supply chains,
rising prices, food and energy security, unsustainable debt levels
affecting the viability of many countries, and the erosion of trust
in  international  financial  institutions  due  to  their  inability  to
reform quickly. Shri Modi pointed out that it  is now up to the

custodians of the leading economies and monetary systems of the world to bring back stability, confidence
and growth to the global economy.
Read more : https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1901891 

Hon’ble  Prime  Minister  Mr.  Narendra  Modi inaugurates  Uttar  Pradesh  Global
Investors Summit 2023 in Lucknow

Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurated the Uttar Pradesh
Global  Investors  Summit  2023  in  Lucknow  on  10th February
2023. Prime Minister also inaugurated the Global Trade Show and
launched Invest  UP 2.0 during the programme.  Addressing the
gathering, the Prime Minister welcomed the investor community,
industry leaders and policymakers both as a Prime Minister and as
a  Member  of  Parliament  from  Uttar  Pradesh.  Prime  Minister
emphasized that the land of Uttar Pradesh is known for its cultural
splendor,  glorious  history  and  rich  heritage.  Noting  the
capabilities of the state, the Prime Minister drew attention to the
unwanted tags such as underdevelopment, BIMARU, and the poor
law and order situation attached to Uttar Pradesh.  Prime Minister
said that every credible voice in the world is optimistic about the
ascending course of the Indian economy as it has not only shown
resilience in the face of the pandemic and war but also showed
rapid recovery.  

 Prime Minister observed the huge change that is being seen in the thinking and aspirations of Indian society
and the youth of India. He underlined that every citizen of the country wants to tread the path of development
and wishes to witness a ‘Viksit Bharat’ in the times to come. He stated that the aspirations of the Indian
society have become a driving force for the government which is providing impetus to the development works
carried out in  the country.  Noting the size and population of  Uttar  Pradesh,  the Prime Minister  told the
investors that like India, In UP also, an aspirational society is awaiting you. 
Read more : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1890895 
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Hon’ble  Vice  President  Mr.  Jagdeep  Dhankar  inaugurates  the  36th Surajkund
International Crafts Mela

Vice President Mr. Jagdeep Dhankhar today inaugurated the 36th
Surajkund International Crafts Mela at Faridabad, Haryana today.
On this occasion, he urged everyone to consider locally produced
handicraft items when looking for gifts to their friends and relatives.
He  underscored  that  such  an  approach  would  not  only  help  in
conservation  of  many  unique  art  forms  but  also  enhance  the
economic  condition  of  our  talented  artisans  &  craftsmen.
Addressing  the  gathering,  the  Vice  President  described  the
Surajkund Mela as an amazing display of the incredible diversity
and  heritage  of  India's  craftsmanship.  He  lauded  the  state
government and organisers of the Mela for their efforts to showcase
and promote the creativity and talent of India’s craftsmen. Referring
to various innovative steps such as Mudra Yojana, One District, One

Product and Unity Malls, Shri Dhankhar said that the Government is committed to promote Indian craft,
handlooms and folk art  through all  possible means.  Praising the PM Vishwakarma Kaushal  Samman,  an
initiative for craftsmen in this year’s Budget, he said that it would help our Vishwakarmas to expand the reach
and quality of their creations. Vice President said that North eastern states are very important stakeholders in
India’s look-east & act-east policy, which is turning out to be very impactful. Describing India as a bright spot
of opportunity and investment, Mr. Dhankhar praised the contribution of India’s artisans and craftsmen in
making an ‘Atma-nirbhar Bharat’.
Read more : https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1896187 

Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurates 200th Jayanti celebrations of
Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati

Prime  Minister  Mr.  Narendra  Modi  inaugurated  the  year-long
celebrations  commemorating  the  200th  birth  anniversary  of
Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati, at Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in
Delhi on 12th February 2023. Addressing the gathering, the Prime
Minister  called  the  occasion  of  the  200th  birth  anniversary  of
Maharishi  Dayanand  Saraswati  historic,  an  occasion  to  create  a
future and inspiration for the entire world. Referring to  Maharishi
Dayanand’s  ideal  of  making the  world a better  place,  the Prime
Minister said in this era of discord, violence and instability, the path
shown by Maharishi Dayanand gives hope. Prime Minister said that
the country is following Swamiji’s teaching with great confidence.
Referring to Swamiji’s call ‘Back to Vedas’, the Prime Minister said
“today  the  country  is  confidently  calling  for  ‘pride  in  our
heritage’”, as he noted the confidence of the people of India to lay
the path of modernity while enriching the culture and traditions at
the same time. 

The Prime Minister recalled Swami ji’s definition of a realized person, a person who gives more than he takes
is a realized person. This has relevance in myriad spheres including the environment. Swami ji understood
this knowledge of Vedas deeply, the Prime Minister said. “Maharishi ji was a student of Vedas and a saint of
Gyan Marg”, the Prime Minister said. India is leading the world in the quest for sustainable development. The
Prime Minister referred to Mission LiFE in this regard and said the environment is being pushed as a special
agenda of G20. The Prime Minister said that Arya Samaj can play a big role by promoting these modern
ideals with the foundation of ancient wisdom. He asked them to push natural farming. The Prime Minister
also mentioned the push for Shri Anna. 
Read more : https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1898470 
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 Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi addresses  the 98th Episode of ‘Mann Ki 
Baat (26 February 2023)

My dear countrymen, Namaskar.  I am feeling very happy to join
you all in this 98th episode of 'Mann Ki Baat'. In this journey
towards  a  century,  all  of  you  have  made  'Mann  Ki  Baat'  a
wonderful  platform  as  an  expression  of  public  participation.
Every month, in millions of messages, the 'Mann Ki Baat' of lots
of people reaches out to me. You know the power of your mind...
Similarly,  how  the  might  of  the  country  increases  with  the
strength  of  the  society...this  we  have  seen  and  understood in
different episodes of ‘Mann Ki Baat’. And I have experienced it
-  have  also accepted  it.  I  remember  the day  when we talked
about encouraging traditional sports of India in 'Mann Ki Baat'.
Immediately at  that  time, a wave arose in the country to join
Indian Sports, to enjoy them, to learn them. In 'Mann Ki Baat',
when  we  referred  to  Indian  toys,  the  people  of  the  country
promoted this too, readily. Nowadays, Indian toys have become
such a craze that  their  demand has  increased even  in  foreign

countries. When we spoke of Indian genres of story-telling in 'Mann Ki Baat', their fame also reached far and
wide. People started getting attracted towards the Indian story-telling genre, more and more.

Friends, you might remember that on Sardar Patel's birth anniversary i.e.  'Unity Day', we talked of three
competitions in 'Mann Ki Baat'. These competitions, 'Geet' - Patriotic Songs, 'Lullabies' and 'Rangoli' were
associated with it. I am glad to inform you, that more than 5 lakh people from more than 700 districts across
the  country  have  participated  in  this  enthusiastically.  Children,  adults  and  the  elderly  enthusiastically
participated and entries have been sent in more than 20 languages. Many many congratulations to all the
participants in these competitions from my side. Each one of you, in your own right is a champion, an art
seeker. You all have shown how much love you have for the diversity and culture of your country.

My dear  countrymen,  in  our fast  moving country,  the power of  Digital  India is  visible in  every  corner.
Different apps play a big role in taking the power of Digital India to every home. There is one such App, E-
Sanjeevani. Through this App Tele-consultation, that is, while sitting far away, through video conference, you
can consult a doctor about your illness. Till now, the number of tele-consultants using this app has crossed the
figure of 10 crores. You can imagine!... 10 crore Consultations through video conference....An amazing bond
between patient and doctor - this is a big achievement. For this achievement, I congratulate all the doctors and
patients who have availed of this facility. This is a living example of how the people of India have made
technology a part of their lives. We have seen that in the time of Corona, E-Sanjeevani App has proved to be a
great boon for the people. It also occurred to me.... Why not talk about this in 'Mann Ki Baat' with a doctor
and a patient,  communicate and convey the matter  to  you all!.   Let  us  try  to  know how effective Tele-
consultation has been for the people. With us is Dr. Madan Mani ji from Sikkim. Dr. Madan Mani hails from
Sikkim itself, but did his MBBS from Dhanbad and then did his MD from Banaras Hindu University. He has
provided tele-consultation to hundreds of people in rural areas.

Friends, 'Waste to Wealth' is also an important dimension of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. Kamala Moharana,
a sister from Kendrapada district of Odisha, runs a self-help group. The women of this group make many
things  like  baskets  and  mobile  stands  from  milk  pouches  and  other  plastic  packing  materials.  This  is
becoming a good source of income for them along with ensuring cleanliness. If we resolve, we can make a
huge contribution towards a clean India. At least we all should take a pledge to replace plastic bags with cloth
bags. You will see, how much satisfaction your resolution will give you, and also inspire other people.

Read more : https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1902487 
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Rt. Hon’ble Ms.  Nelly Butete  Mutti,  Speaker of National  Assembly of Zambia visits
India

Rt. Hon’ble Ms. Nelly Butete Mutti, Speaker of National Assembly of Republic of Zambia Zambia led a nine-
member delegation to India for an orientation visit to Lok Sabha (Lower House of Indian Parliament) from
February 01 to 05, 2023. During her visit, she called on Hon’ble President of India Smt. Droupadi Murmu,
Hon’ble Vice President of India Mr. Jagdeep Dhankar and  met Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha Mr. Om Birla
and External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar

Courtesy : Press Information Bureau, India 
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Hon’ble Speaker Ms. Nelly Butete Mutti calls on 
Hon’ble President of India Smt. Droupadi Murmu (2 
February 2023) 

Hon’ble Speaker Ms. Nelly Butete Mutti calls on 
Hon’ble Vice President of India Mr. Jagdeep 
Dhankar  (2 February 2023) 

Hon’ble Speaker Ms. Nelly Butete Mutti met. 
Hon’ble Speaker of Lok Sabha Mr. Om Birla (2 
February 2023) 

Hon’ble Speaker Ms. Nelly Butete Mutti met. 
External Affairs Minister Dr. Jaishnakar (2 February 
2023) 



                                                           High Commission’s News
High Commission organizes Millets Food Festival to commemorate International Year
of Millets 2023

The High Commission of India in association with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) in Zambia organized ‘ Millets Food Festival’ on 2nd February 2023 at Hotel Neelkanth Sarovar
to  commemorate   the  International  Year  of  Millets  2023.  Hon’ble  Reuben  Mtolo  Phiri,   Minister  of
Agriculture, Government of the Republic of Zambia graced the occasion as the Guest of Honour. Ms Beatrice
Mutali,  United  Nations Resident  Coordinator  in  Zambia,   Ms  Suze-Percy  Filippini,  FAO  Country
Representative, diplomats, senior government officials and members of the Indian Community  attended the
event.  
Hon’ble Minister expressed government of Zambia’s support  to collaborate  and work with the government
of India and other like-minded countries  to push forward the millets agenda. He also praised India’s millets
value  chain  and  expressed  need  to  draw  lessons  from  India.  High  Commissioner   Mr.  Ashok  Kumar
highlighted  Hon’ble Prime Minister India, Mr. Narendra Modi  called Millets as “Shree Anna” meaning
“Mother of All Grains”. He stressed that a global movement to grow millets would be an important step to
meet the food security. High Commissioner remarked that “Millets are good for the consumer, cultivator and
climate.”  The  ‘International  Year  of  Millets’  stands  to  provide  a  unique  opportunity  to  increase  global
production, ensure efficient processing and consumption of millets.

A short film by Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi Ji (on the launch of International Year of Millets)
was  screened.  Hon’ble  Prime  Minister  congratulated  the  United  Nations  and  the  Food  and  Agriculture
Organisation for marking 2023 as the International Year of Millets and expressed appreciation to the UN
member nations for their support in marking the International Year of Millets. Hon’ble  Reuben Mtolo Phiri,
Minister of Agriculture inaugurated the Millets Food Festival and an exhibition of Millets and its products.
Indian, Zambian and International  cuisines made of millets were served to the guests. High Commissioner
Shri Ashok Kumar urged to remember millets and make  collective efforts globally to showcase their rich
potential.
Read more : https://www.hcizambia.gov.in/adminpart/Release_compressed.pdf 
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High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar met  Hon'ble Dr. 
Situmbeko Musokotwane, Minister of Finance and National 
Planning  (24th February 2023) 

High Commissioner  Mr. Ashok Kumar met  Hon'ble Mr. Peter 
Chibwe Kapala, Minister of Energy (13th February 2023) 

High Commissioner  Mr. Ashok Kumar met  Hon'ble  Mr. 
Reuben Mtolo Phiri, Minister of Agriculture (13th February 
2023) 

High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar called on Rt. Hon’ble 
Ms. Nelly Butete Mutti, Speaker of National Assembly of 
Zambia  (22nd  February 2023) 

High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar met  Hon'ble Mr. 
Stanley Kakubo, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation   (7th February 2023) 

High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar met Mr. Patrick 
Kwanga, Secretary to the Cabinet, Republic of Zambia (13th  
February 2023)
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High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar met  Prof. Paul 
Chisala, acting Vice Chancellor, Copperbelt 
University (9th February 2023) 

High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar met  Prof. 
Anne L. Sikwibele, Acting Vice Chancellor, 
University of Zambia  (8th February 2023) 



                                                         UPCOMING BUSINESS EVENTS 

              AAHAR- The International Food & Hospitality Fair, 14-18 March 2023

 AAHAR  -The  International  Food  &  Hospitality  Fair  will  be  organized  by   IMC  Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry from 14-18 March 2023 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. The fair will focus
on Food, Beverages, Hotel& Restaurant Equipment, Supplies etc. For more information please visit
the website https://indiatradefair.com/aahardelhi/

                           
                               44th India Carpet Expo, 15-18 March 2023

 44th India Carpet Expo will be organized by Carpet Export Promotion Council from 15-18 March
2023 at  NSIC Ground, Okhla,  New Delhi.  For more information please visit  the website  https://
t  exmin.nic.in   

    8th Smart Cities India 2023 (#SCI 2023), Convergence India Expo (#CI 2023)

8th  Smart  Cities  India  2023  (#SCI  2023),  Convergence  India  Expo  (#CI  2023),  India’s  largest
Infrastructure and Technology Expo, will be organized by  ITPO in association with M/s Exhibitions
India Group from 27-29 March 2023 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.  For more information please
visit the website https://www.smartcitiesindia.com/

                                                     
                                                  India Steel Expo 2023

5th edition of International Exhibition & Conference on Steel Industry- India Steel Expo 2023  from 
19-21 April 2023 at Bombay Exhibition Centre, Mumbai, India.  For more information please visit 
the website https://www.  indiasteelexpo.in  /   
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